
Please help the Besser Museum preserve the McKay Cabin for future generations. 
Through the lens of local history, we gain an understanding of our connection to the past. 

besser museum historic village

How to GIVE 

Online:
Tuesday, December 1st, visit 
www.cfnem.org/givingtuesday,
look for the “Besser Museum” 
logo, and click. 

Drop off or Mail:
Donations to the Besser Museum 
or the CFNEM office ON or
BEFORE December 1st.

Community Foundation for Northeast MI 
100 N Ripley St., Ste. F, Alpena, MI 49707

the 1898 McKay
 Cabin 

MAKE A GIFT 
TAX FREE

TO THE BESSER MUSEUM
Make sure you take advantage of the new 

CARES ACT 
passed by Congress in March. 

HOW DOES THE CARES ACT 
BENEFIT YOU?

• Individual tax-payers that do not itemize
their deductions can receive a new
charitable deduction for donations up to
$300 per individual.

• The CARES Act waives the requirement
for many IRA holders to take a minimum
distribution by the end of the year.  Those
looking to make charitable donations
through an IRA distribution should
contact their tax professional, as the
benefits could be substantial.

John Peter McKay 
(1847-1935) moved to 
Alpena County as a young 
man. He quickly established 
himself as a lumberman and 
the owner of substantial 
tracts of land along the 
Thunder Bay River.

John McKay married three times. His first 
wife was Barbara Kramer and they had five 
children, yet only Herman Isaiah survived 
early childhood. Barbara passed away in 
December of 1884. 
Anna Mesorley Wyman 
was his second wife and 
they had Robert Victor and
Mary Ann, both of whom 
survived into adulthood.  
Anna passed away in 
September of 1891. 
His third wife was Emily 
Ann Lester, and they had 
Zada Gay, Elza, Earl, and Zane.
In 1898, he constructed the two-story, 828 
square-foot log cabin now on exhibit at the 
Besser Museum. The kitchen, family room, 
and a bed were located on the first floor, 
while the upper floor was partitioned into 
three sleeping areas.  Emily and John McKay 
raised their four children, and his previous 
three children in the cabin.  To accommodate 
the growing family, four additions were added 
to each side of the cabin.  
The original cabin was donated to the Besser 
Museum in 1971 by the Gilbert family.  Zada 
Gay (McKay) Dann financed the movement 
and placement of the cabin. 

John & Emily McKay 1898 
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